IS THIS THE TIME FOR A SUBUD RENEWAL?

As well as writing these articles, | had decideduld also engage once more
with the larger Subud community around me. Firsetimg coming up is the
Regional Kejiwaan Day: a time for all members aelpérs in the region to get
together and to focus on the latihan and testinglpms, concerns, current
Issues etc. Yes, this seemed a good place tolstantpleased that there are no
formalities required in order to attend: | can jush up unannounced and join
in. Great!

The meeting is due to start at 11 am. | arrivela4@ and the place is deserted!
3 other men eventually turn up- one looking asihlas just got out of bed! |
later learn that there were several more ladie$ 8atnot see any during the
whole time | am there. | am told, on another ocmasihat there are usually less
men at thes®egional Latihans than at an ordinary group latihan hemndihe
week! Thankfully, my latihan is really strong aneblitiful- it is the saving
grace of my visit. Then after latihan, the menxdt what seems like hours
(one lying on the floor- is he really snoring?!) \Alelook tired and in need of
this sleepy time. Gradually, someone gets up aakle | say a few words to
one person...and the day is over. | have drivemi€s for this!

Well, | certainly feel that things have deteriedsince | last attended a
Regional Kedjiwaan Day several years ago! Therd#yebegan with about 20+
men and women sitting together in a large circlgn\wwome talk about the day
ahead or some sharing of news of the wider Subuttiwbhen there would
follow the latihan and general testing about thitigg concerned everyone (a
test that Bapak had done, eg, or a test about stagkeling something that
concerned us all etc) After lunch there would faltome and space for personal
testing which left some others free to chat or esgthe locality. After this,
everyone got together in the circle again to skizae experiences of the day or
anything else of interest. The day would end |&er@oon with a few minutes
of latihan again before everyone left for home. Yhaontrast! Now a handful
of men turned up for a latihan and some testingr(yfone could think of any!)
and then left. The men and women did not seem tud t@aget together at all
and so barely even saw each other.



When the next Kejiwaan Day arrived, | took my tgbts and concerns into my
morning Quiet and wondered whether | should goraganot?

Within minutes | again experienced the annoyitigg feeling thatenewal

was needed in our region. Slightly annoyed | wondered what | could do with
this feeling? Share a strong latihan came to m&yfi Yes, hopefully | could

do that. And then came a surprise: the Region ‘eged‘get-together”
somewhere central to the Region.” Now that madesingp: yes, that seemed a
good practical step, | thought. The only problens waas loathe to take any
sort of lead and suggest it- probably because mgthihad suggested in the past
had been positively received. So, | made up my rthatll would go to this
meeting again but | was not going to initiate amghwithout a prompt from
somebody else! | was clear that the lead woulahaxome from somewhere,
or someone, else.

| now began my hour+ journey feeling interested!

Well, the day started just as the previous onerdlwere 4 men there this time.
Again, we had a long “doze” to start and then arggr beautiful, uplifting
latihan. Afterwards, a quiet sleepy period follovagghin. | waited for
something to be said now that would spark off stes&ng. After my feelings
this morning | was sure something was going to baghis time. But what was
this?! One man got up and left the room; then ardbehind him. They were
having a chat in the room outside the latihan redmen the remaining man and
| began to talk. We talked about days like thisdfygeago” and we were
reminded of some of the tests that were done tHemimentioned testing about
the “state of our region and what the region me&tds at this time” Suddenly,
he had a burst of energy.

“We should do that test now,” he said and ranodalhe room to call back the
men who had left and were now walking out of thedga to their cars. He
succeeded and soon we were standing in a litideciready to test. True to my
word | said nothing ...until one man said quiteadig that he felt that what the
region needed was —and | use his exact words-t“together, somewhere
central to our region” You could have knocked merowith a feather! Was he
really saying this? Yes! And the talk now was whiia “somewhere central to
the region might be”? And here comes the nextgfdttis rather amazing
story...



It seemed that my group was, in fact, the mostraéat the groups in the
region, so | was asked if | would look for a Halat would suit us. | had no
hesitation in agreeing- well, that lasted untildsahurtling home on the A11!
Then it hit me just how difficult that might betémembered how much trouble
we had had finding premises for our little groupuge and now | was to look
for a bigger place that would —and here was anaddiculty- be available on
a Sunday. (Regional meetings were always held on&s when church halls
like ours were obviously not available) Oh dear itted | taken on? Oh well, |
decided, | would first of all ask around and seenyone | knew had any ideas.
| was on my way to my daughters now so | wondeleditiasking her. | did not
think she would be able to help. She was not acoéaitly sociable type of
person and anyway she had enough to do lookinglegtethree young boys!
Nonetheless | did ask her and once gain a featbalddave been all it would
have taken to knock me down.

“Well, that's funny,” she said, “I have just becemBookings Officer for our
local hall! Yes, I thought | would like to do sorhetg for the community and
this is what they asked me to do.” | could hard#idve what | was hearing!
Anyway, | went with my daughter to see the hallvéts ideal for us: it had a
huge room, two other smaller latihan rooms anthallusual facilities. It was
also set in a beautiful part of the Suffolk cousitg with fields all around. And
close by was a brand new children’s playground!ddahe same day as the test
about finding such a hall, | had a hall bookeditSdl could not have been
easier for me!

We have now had several happy meetings here, imgjuones when we have
been able to have our picnics sitting on the gogdhie play area, looking
across the fields up to the horizon. Best of atone has had to journey much
more than an hour to get here and this has allawednore groups than usual
to send members because they had found previousgegist too far for
them to travel.



